The Messenger
From Pastor Kleinschmidt

C

onfirmation will be on Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd
this year. A question we should ask ourselves, is

“What is Confirmation?” Confirmation is not a
Sacrament. Baptism and Holy Communion are
Sacraments. Sacraments are when God attaches His
Word to a visible element to distribute forgiveness
to the individual. Confirmation is not a Sacrament; it
is a rite of the church. Confirmation is born out of the
words of Jesus to make disciples in Matthew 28 (The
Great Commission). In order to make disciples Jesus
says we are to baptize
and to teach. The
children
in
our
congregation
are
baptized as infants and
the continuation of that
discipleship is found in
Catechism instruction.
I have been calling
the
mid-week
instruction Catechism
class because I want the
focus to be on the
children learning the
doctrine of the Bible as
it is presented in the
Small Catechism of Dr.
Martin Luther. I hope to
pull people’s attention
away from the one-time
event of Confirmation
and
towards
the
ongoing life of continual Catechesis.
The rite of Confirmation has been practiced in the
Lutheran Church at different ages. It has gone from
as early as 7-8 year olds all the way to high schoolers.
In America, it is common that Confirmation is done
at the end of 8th grade year, but there is nothing that
says that it must happen at that time. Confirmation
is really a remembrance of the grace and faith that
God gave in Holy Baptism and an acknowledgement
of the teaching that has happened and will continue
to happen. The Confirmands make promises about
how they will continue in this church and faith by the
grace of God and will not fall away from it, even when
threatened with death. These solemn promises look
to God to give the strength to complete them. The
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rite of Confirmation is similar to the wedding rite in
this way. In both services people make promises.
So often adults and children view Confirmation as
a graduation and completion of some part of their
life. When we understand Confirmation as
recognition of Baptism and promises made, then we
see that Confirmation is actually a beginning. The
good work that God has begun in all people will be
brought to completion on the day of Christ’s return.
Being made a stronger and stronger disciple is
something that happens
not only in the 5th-8th
grade years, but every
other year of a person’s
life. I would encourage
you to think of yourself
as a life-long Catechism
student. That is, a
person who is always
learning the things of
God. None of us are so
smart that we have it all
figured out. The more
time
you
spend
studying God’s Word,
the more benefits and
blessings
you
will
derive from it.
When you come to
the
Confirmation
service on May 23rd I
would invite you to
think about your own Confirmation Day: the
promises you made, your Confirmation verse, the
ways God has blessed you since then, how you can
continue to be a disciple and learner. In truth, none
of us are done learning, we all have much to learn
and the time of Confirmation should be a yearly
reminder to us of how God wishes to instruct us in
his blessings.
If you would like to be reminded of the promises
that you made at your own Confirmation, look at
page 272 in the hymnal. There you will find the
strong emphasis on your baptism and the ways that
God will continue to bless you.
A disciple of Jesus,
-Pastor Kleinschmidt
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ST. JAKOBI NEWS & EVENTS

__________________________________________________________________________
CONSTRUCTION KICKOFF

On the weekend of May 1st and 2nd we will be having
a construction kick-off. Of course, we had the
ground breaking last fall but we are now ready to
enter into the major construction season. We are
going to have a celebration that weekend with some
activities at church and be sure people are ready to
celebrate and work!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Plans are being made for VBS
to be held the week of June
7th-11th in the mornings.
There will be some changes
this year in order to keep the
children away from the
construction. There will be
mitigation efforts in regard to the Corona virus that
are still being worked out. The theme this year is
Rainforest Explorers; Jesus Leads the Way. Romans
11:33 is the theme verse: “Oh, the depth of the
riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond
tracing out!” The week of VBS is the week after
school gets out and the week before Summer School
begins. Make plans now to have your children
attend, help, or tell your grandkids and friends
about this great opportunity to learn about Jesus.
You
can
register
by
going
to
https://vbsmate.com/JakobiVBS . This allows
you to register your children or to register as a
volunteer.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES

Rooted and Built Up in Christ Commitments are
underway. You can fulfill your pledges with the pink
envelopes that are located in the Narthex above the
guest book. You can also put in the memo line of the
check “Building Fund” and place the check in your
normal offering envelope. If you have any questions,
contact Marlene at 920-400-0013. As of March 31st,
we have commitments totaling $444,264.28. Total
dollars received is $266,851.71. If you haven’t made
a commitment yet, you can find a card on the table
in the Narthex and place it in the offering plate.

INDIVIDUAL/FAMILY COMMUNION
SERVICES

If you would like to receive Communion but don’t
feel comfortable coming into church during a
normal service, then please contact Pastor. He can
arrange a time for you to come to church for a short
service of Confession & Absolution, Scripture,
Prayer, and Communion.

READINGS AT CHURCH
May 2nd:
May 9th:
May 16th:
May 23rd:
May 30th:

Acts 8:26-40
1 John 4:1-11
John 15:1-8
Acts 10:34-48
1 John 5:1-8
John 15:9-17
Acts 1:12-26
1 John 5:9-15
John 17:11b-19
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Acts 2:1-21
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
Isaiah 6:1-8
Acts 2:14a 22-36
John 3:1-17

CHURCH PICNIC

The church picnic will be held on June 13th after the
worship service. Sloppy Joes, hot dogs, buns, mac ‘n’
cheese and beverages will be provided. Those
attending are asked to bring a side dish, salad or
dessert to share. Bring whatever you’d like. We’ll
eat whatever you bring!! Please direct any
comments, ideas, or questions to Dawn Wesenberg
at 715-853-4352.

ASCENSION DAY

Ascension Day is celebrated 40 days after Easter. As
in previous years, we will have a service on that
Thursday night, May 13th, at 6:30pm. At this special
service there will also be the examination of the
Confirmands. The entire congregation is invited to
hear the confession of these youth and to listen to
what the Catechism teaches us from Scripture.
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CONSIDERING
SCHOOL?

A

LUTHERAN

St. Jakobi has funds
available to help pay for
tuition
at
St.
James
Elementary School, Wolf River
Lutheran High School, or a
Concordia University if your
student is majoring in a churchwork field. Don’t let tuition be a
stumbling block to a Lutheran
school education. Both schools are
enrolled in the Wisconsin Choice Program. Tuition
may be fully paid for your child. Talk to Pastor if you
need assistance or have questions.

SPIRITUAL

OUTREACH

What a feeling when we delivered
the Buckets of Sunshine, and saw
the faces of the directors. Sam 25
and Safe Haven were extremely
excited and grateful for the first delivery. We will be
continuing this project, as there will always be a
need for these items. If you would like to contribute,
there are information sheets and envelopes on the
table in the Narthex.
Our next meeting will be on May 8th. Bring your
ideas for future fund raising. We’ll also be
discussing meetings during the summer months. All
members are welcome to join the meeting.

DIRECT GIVING
If you want to give monthly from your checking
account, please pick up a form in the church office
and then return it to the church office.

ONLINE GIVING

You can now give online by visiting
http://bit.ly/DonateStJakobi This easy way to give
to church can be done as a one-time gift or
recurring. You can give from your checking account
or credit card. If you would like you can help offset
the expense of offering this service, there is
information at that website.

CONFIRMATION

Confirmation will take place on Sunday May 23rd.
This will also be the last day of Sunday School.
Confirmation examination will be on Thursday, May
13th, at 6:30 pm.

SCRIP CARDS

Do you have an upcoming celebration for which you
need a gift? Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, birthday,
graduation or wedding? Check out the large
selection of gift cards available through SCRIP!!
Cards ordered on Monday arrive Friday afternoon.

SAVE THE DATE – RED BARN

The youth will be selling brats
and burgers on June 24, 25, and
26.
The
congregation
is
scheduled for July 5, 6 and 7.
Watch for further information to
sign-up and help with this
worthy cause. The funds
generated will be allocated to the
St. Jakobi Building Fund, or the youth trip to
Michigan for Higher Things.

CAMP LUTHER NEWS
CAMP
LUTHER
SUMMER
REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
Greetings from Camp Luther!
Registration for Summer 2021 is
open! Are you ready for the Best.
Summer. Ever!? You can learn about all our summer
programs, including session dates and prices, on
our NEW website, www.campluther.com/register.
Additionally, brochures were mailed right after
Christmas.

WHAT LUTHER SAYS ABOUT
PARENTING

The best thing in married life, for the sake of which
everything ought to be suffered and done, is the fact
that God gives children and commands us to bring
them up to serve Him. To do this is the noblest and
most precious work on earth, because nothing may
be done which pleases God more than saving souls.
If the need were to arise, all of us should be ready to
die in order to bring a soul to God. So you see how
rich in good works the estate of marriage is. God
lays souls into the lap of married people, souls
begotten from their own body, on which they may
practice all Christian works. For when they teach
their children the Gospel, parents are certainly their
apostles, bishops, and ministers.
Martin Luther (quoted from What Luther Says,
907)
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DID YOU KNOW?

On Tuesday of every week the audio recording of
the Bible readings, Creed, Sermon hymn, and
Sermon are posted on facebook. You don’t need a
facebook
account.
Simply
go
to
www.facebook.com/lcmsjakobi to listen on your
electronic device.

NEW MEMBERS

New Members welcomed into the congregation on Palm
Sunday are Ross & Amber Fischer and their children
Addison, Hailey, and Zach. Also pictured are new
members from November 2020: Tim & Jamie Massey
and Rev. Douglas & Lisa Evenson

SNAIL MAIL? EMAIL?
You can receive this newsletter in your mailbox at
church or by email. You can sign up for email
delivery at http://www.bit.ly/Jakobisignup

PRAYER PARTNERS

The Prayer Partners are here to pray with
you for your concerns. Contact the Church
Office with your prayers at 715-524-4347
or email to church@stjakobi.org. You can
also use the prayer pew cards located in the narthex
and place them in the offering plates. The contacts
for Prayer Partners are Bob and Joanne Behrens.
Are you interested in joining the Prayer Partners
ministry? Contact the church office with your name
and email address and you will be added. ‘To pray is
to let go and let God take over.” Phil. 4:6-7

CEMETERY ASSOCIATION NEWS

The cemetery guidelines indicate that planters,
vases, and decorations may be placed on or after
May 1st. Keep in mind that these items must be
removed by October 1st.

BUCKETS OF SUNSHINE
St. Jakobi Spiritual Outreach delivered the first
Buckets of Sunshine to Safe Haven and Sam 25
earlier this month. Both centers were excited to
receive the gifts. A card stating ‘St. Jakobi Cares’, was
included with each bucket, along with our address
and phone number on the back.

Safe Haven

Sam 25
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

The concrete block walls that will make up the gym
and the fire walls have been completed. A new well
was drilled last year. The old well was disconnected
an the new one was connected this past week. In the
coming weeks we will see the old well abandoned
and the concrete slab being poured. If you haven’t
returned a sheet stating how you can help, call the
church office and Nancy can mark you down for the
duties you are willing to help with.

Inside gym
looking
Southeast

Looking
north
towards the
gym from the
south wall of
the addition

Panoramic from inside the gym looking
South. Visible are two exterior doors,
the entrance into the hallway and the
storage closet

Looking South.
You can see the
hallway going
through the fire
wall and the
exterior
window in
Pastor’s office
Marshal and Curt working with Jed to
locate the water line to the parsonage in
order to switch it over to the new well.
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MAY BIRTHDAYS

1 - Greg Samson
1 - Jennifer Stuber
2 - Tucker Pyatskowit
3 - Sarah Benser
3 - Connie Kunze
4 - Lori Wendorff (Scott)
5 - Jenni Sperberg
6 - Carol Popelka
7 - Michael Kroenke
8 - Chase Erickson
8 - Aspen Gehnke
8 - Kris Johnson
9 - Steve Gueths
10 - Kevin Herrmann
10 - Amber Schmidt
10 - Janell Wesenberg
11- Bryce Bohl
12 - Natineal Kunze
12 - Andrew Theis
12 - Marlene Weckwerth
12 - Jamison Yorton
13 - Sawyer Schuettpelz
14 - Tom Teetzen
15 - Amie Olson
15 - Thomas Theis
16 - Pete Arthur
16 - Brandon Buettner
16 - Taylor Johnson
17 - Ruth Cummings
17 - Kathy Fonger
17 - Caleb Wendorff
18 - Brian Johnson
18 - Jeff Schuettpelz
18 - Madisyn Skalitzky
18 - Connie Steinke
21 - MaryJane Kucksdorf
22 - Darlene Drake
22 - Megan Pederson
23 - Kloie Boyles
23 - Abby Parilek
24 - Luke Kleinschmidt
25 - Susan Giese
25 - Darlene Gishkowsky
25 - Allison Johnson
27 - Joanne Behrens
27 - Nathaniel Gueths
27 - Brooklyn Krueger
27 - Keonna Lindner
27 - Levi Wendorff
28 - Tammy Burr

28 - Rich Raddant
29 - Justin Buntrock
29 - Jim Szucs, Jr.
29 - Gloriann Watzlawick
29 - Margaret Wendorff
30 - Katie Carroll
31 - Susan Klemens

A BIRTHDAY PRAYER
Heavenly Father, our times are in Your hands. Look
with favor on name as he/she celebrates his/her
birthday. Grant that he/she may continue to grow
in wisdom and grace. Strengthen his/her trust in
Your goodness and bless him/her with Your abiding
love all the days of his/her life; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
05, 2007 - Eric & Kim Wendorff
06, 2017 - Mike & Sally Kroenke
07, 2005 - Brandon & Jessy Clark
15, 2004 - Jeff & Tina Hartmann
16, 1964 - John & Darlene Gishkowsky
21, 1983 - Randy & Tammy Burr
21, 2005 - Kevin & Sheila Herrmann
24, 2003 - Jim & Cathy Hoffman
25, 1985 - Steve & Theresa Gueths
25, 1996 - Tom & Marjorie McGahan
27, 1989 - David & Noelle Buettner
27, 1977 - Darwin & Darlene Drake
28, 1955 - Dan & Shirley Krueger

AN ANNIVERSARY OF
MARRIAGE PRAYER

O Lord Jesus, Your mercies are new every morning.
We thank You for another year of married life
together for name and name. Open their hearts
always to receive more of Your love that their love
for each other may never grow weary but deepen
and grow through every joy and sorrow shared; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Contact the Church Office if you find anything in need
of correction to the Birthdays and Anniversaries.
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MAY 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Elders:
Sat: Rich Raddant
Sun: Jon Wesenberg

Saturday
1
6:30 Service (HC)
Acolyte: Laci Sperberg

Bob Behrens

Special: Mike Kroenke
2
9:00 Service (HC)
10:30 Education Hour

3
7:00 Altar Guild

4

Acolyte: Jayden West

5
4:15 Catechism
6:30 Bible Study

6
1:00 Bible Study

7

8
9:00 Spiritual
Outreach
6:30 Service (HC)
Acolyte: Madeline Pyatskowit

9 Mother’s Day
9:00 Service (HC)
10:30 Education Hour

10

11

12
6:30 Bible Study

Acolyte: Levi Wendorff

13 Ascension Day
14
1:00 Bible Study
6:30 Confirmation
Examination

15
6:30 Service (HC)

22
6:30 Service (HC)

Acolyte: Hadley Rettke

Acolyte: Kadence Meyers

16
9:00 Service (HC)
10:30 Last Day of Sunday
School

17

23 Pentecost-Confirmation Sunday
9:00 Service (HC)

24

30
9:00 Service (HC)
10:30 Bible Study

31 Memorial Day

18
6:30 Elders

19
6:30 Bible Study

20
1:00 Bible Study

21

25

26
6:30 Bible Study

27
1:00 Bible Study
6:00 Building
Committee

28

Acolyte: Teagen Thompson

Acolyte: Ella Stuber

Acolyte: Jai Bisterfeldt

Acolyte: Connor Stuber

29
6:30 Service (HC)
Acolyte: Khloe Wendorff

Altar Guild:
Donna Lopez
Lisa Evenson
Judi Raddant
Jana Yorton
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St. Jakobi Lutheran Church
W 8089 County Rd. A
Shawano, WI 54166
715-524-4347
www.stjakobi.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

“We Preach Christ Crucified”

Check inside for information
about the Church expansion and building project!
Church Services:
Saturday at 6:30pm and Sunday at 9:00am
Bible Study:
Wednesday at 6:30pm, Thursday at 1:00pm, and Sunday at 10:30am.
Sunday School:
Sunday at 10:30am
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